
 

Full Day Kindergarten Overview 
 
GOAL 
In order to support the Quakertown Community School District’s on-going goal of academic achievement with increased 
rigor and college/career readiness, the Quakertown Community School District implemented research-based and 
developmentally appropriate full-day kindergarten programs at four sites. 
 

SUMMARY 
All QCSD Elementary schools house the full-day kindergartens. Students are screened and identified based on 
assessments.  A program implementation and research plan that includes quantitative achievement measures, 
program evaluation components, and collection of qualitative/descriptive program data has been developed by 
district staff. 
 
OVERVIEW OF RESEARCH ON FULL - DAY KINDERGARTEN 

Research shows that the benefits of full-day kindergarten extend beyond the early education years. 
Research indicates that children from full-day kindergarten often receive better report cards, experience fewer 
grade retentions and receive fewer special education placements than their peers from half-day programs. 
Research shows that full-day kindergartners are often more creative and cooperative and learn and think more 
independently than their peers in half-day programs. 
In a full-day program, teachers have more time for individual attention, formal instruction, and 
reinforcement of positive behavior. They are likelier to spot learning problems quickly and are able to 
more effectively intervene to support the students. 
Research indicates that although low-income children more often experience better outcomes, students from 
economically stable and middle-class communities also show academic and developmental advantages over 
similar students in half-day programs. 

 
PROGRAM DESIGN 

Student Placement- Students are selected based on screening during March registration and 
subsequent screening over the summer for late registrants. Students are tested for math and literacy 
readiness.  

 
Curriculum- Full Day Kindergarten utilizes current district curricular resources.  Additional 
supplemental programs may be added to support specific needs. The student’s core content time will 
increase from 120 to 225 minutes per day. 

 
Program Support- In addition to monthly data team meetings with principals, coaches and OTL staff, 
teachers will collaborate with their peers. 

 
Student Support- Kindergarten teachers will work with the specially trained staff members to 
promote the integration of strategies into the daily routines.  

 
Parent Support- Parents participate in an orientation in August. Parents will be invited monthly during 
the school year to trainings focusing on improving student development socially, emotionally and 
academically. Parents will be trained to support students with homework and practice of skills. 

 



 
 

 


